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but it is a...an interlocal group, is going to issue bonds. And 
with the proceeds of those bonds, and there will be a number of 
issuances, with the proceeds of those bonds, they are going to 
begin construction of a radio system. It was to my amazement 
that...to find out. that you could not go down to Radio Shack, 
ask for one seamless state public safety radio system, and not 
be able to buy it. It has to be constructed; it has to be set 
up. It has to have operating spectrum. None of these things 
are going to come quickly, and until it's in operation, it will 
generate no revenue with which to repay the bonds. So to 
question how this has an impact on this budget or, for that 
matter, I believe, next year and possibly 2004-2005, is getting 
the cart before the horse. There is no revenue. There is only 
the issuance of the bonds, the spending of the money until it 
operates. Now do I know all the fine details? No, I do not. 
Do I know anything much about a radio? Under great stress*, I 
can figure out how to turn one on. I have trouble with the 
stations, however. The problem with what we're discussing today 
is that it's my understanding, and I wasn't here to hear it, but 
people started talking about the inadequacies of our radio 
system in 1983. That's 19 years ago. They did a study in the 
mid-eighties. They did another study about 1992. They did 
another study, I think that was the Ram report, and one was the 
Hogan report, one was the Ram report, in 1995. Since 19...the 
summer of 1997, we have been pushing on this project, and this 
is as far as it's ever gotten. I really think we ought to come 
to a crashing halt right now because it's only 19 years. We 
need to give this more thought. We could be working on a 
heliograph system. That's where you catch the rays of the sun 
from mountaintop to mountaintop. We could be using smoke 
signals. When are we going to do something? I don't know, but 
I think we ought to put it off because we need to know exactly 
to the penny the impact on our $3 billion budget. Now the 
$87 million I was talking about this morning is going to be paid 
back over 10 or 15 years, and there's also going to be some 
operating costs, and the state is going to have to pay their 
share of those as do the communities, as do the counties, as do 
the fire services, as does emergency management, as does the 
State Patrol. That's part of the state. And they start paying 
it as they use it. So I think the suggestions that we really...
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